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Grand Knight’s Corner

The Ladies’ Corner
Valentine Prayer

Mardi Gras is fast
approaching and, although
we look forward to a season
of partying, let us remember
the season of Lent that
follows Mardi Gras. This is
an important season in our
faith, as we offer sacrifices
in preparation for Easter. It’s not about satisfying our
physical being, but enriching our spiritual being.
A couple of important dates for this month – Feb. 15
will be our Firefighter and Police Social. Please join us
as we honor those who put their lives on the line in order
to protect us in our communities. Our monthly KC Mass
will be at 9:30am on Sunday, Feb. 19. Please join us at
8:45am to pray the Rosary.
A quick look ahead - Mardi Gras in 2017 will be on
Tuesday, Feb. 28, meaning that Ash Wednesday will fall
on Wednesday, March 1. To avoid conflict with church
obligations, the business meeting in March will be
pushed to Wednesday, March 8. There will be another
reminder in the next newsletter.
Brothers, I can’t say enough how much we need help
for bingo. Even if you come for one night a month, on
either a Monday or Thursday, it would be much
appreciated. It is hard to commit to every Monday or
Thursday night and when one of our regular workers
misses a night due to family commitments, it sometimes
leaves us shorthanded. That might be a wonderful
sacrifice for Lent, giving up a little personal time to help
your council.
Mike Pearson

I said a Valentine prayer for
you and asked the Lord above
to fill your heart and bless
your soul with the precious
gift of love.
I asked Him for sincere love,
the kind that's meant to stay.
Just like the generous love
You give to those you touch each day.
I prayed for love from family
and from every cherished friend.
Then I asked the Lord to give you
His love that knows no end.
st

Our meeting is Wednesday, February 1 . The Pro-Life
rally will begin at 4:00, dinner with the Knights will be at
5:00 and the Rosary will be prayed at 5:45. The meeting
will begin at 6:00pm
Congratulations to Marsha Lupo for being selected
Lady of the Month for December. Marsha is a beautiful
mother and a dear friend. She is very active in our
church community and always there for our Auxiliary.
She is our Religious Chairperson. Thank you, Marsha,
for all that you do for the Auxiliary and the council and
for our community.
Congratulations to Eunice Michelli for being selected
Lady of Month for January. Eunice helps anyway she
can, from Bingo to selling tickets. Thanks, Eunice, for all
you do for the Auxiliary and this council and our
community.
Looking forward to seeing everyone.

Mother Teresa
If we cannot love the
person whom we see,
How can we love God,
whom we cannot see?

Peace be with you,
Debbie Monistere
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Hall Rentals
Persons interested in rental of the KC Home should
contact Brother Mike Perise through the Home at 5422952 or evenings at 974-0050.

Anyone sick or in need?
If you know of a Brother Knight, or his family, who is ill,
in the hospital, or is otherwise in need of aid, please call
Brother Wayne Vicknair at (985) 345-1899, or Grand
Knight Michael Pearson at (985) 320-6897.

Insurance Agent
Kevin Himel
2701 Airline Dr.
Metairie, LA 70001
Cell
(504) 710-4975
e-mail: kevin.himel@kofc.org

If you know of any prospects for membership that you
would like to recommend, please fill out the form below
and forward it to either Grand Knight Michael Pearson
or Membership Director Bob Anders.

Candidate Name

Street Address

City

State

KC Ministry Schedule
The following Brother Knights are scheduled to assist
in the Celebration of the Eucharist during the 9:30 am
Mass at Holy Ghost Church on Sunday, Feb. 19, 2017.
If you cannot serve, please contact Wayne Vicknair
(345-1899).
Lectors: Frank Cannino
Anthony Benigno
Gifts:

Sal & Marsha Lupo

Eucharistic ministers:
Francis Donner Τ
Michael Ralph ☺
Joe Tallo ☺
Joe Cerise ☺
Kenneth Mayeaux
Michael Perise

Jack Stang
Robert Anders
Sal Lupo
Michael Dvornak
Joey Quebedeaux
Ron Novak

Τ = Tabernacle
☺ = Clean up

(Area code) Telephone Number

Zip Code

Pro-Life Social

Guest speaker for the evening was Louisiana Right to
Life Youth Program Co-Director Alex Seghers. Ms.
Seghers gave a passionate speech on the evils of
abortion and the efforts to educate the public in
Louisiana and around the country.

Part of the St. Thomas Aquinas High team that traveled
to Washington D.C. to attend the March for Life rally.
Louisiana sends the largest group of students to the
rally, of which 55 were from St. Thomas Aquinas High.

Grand Knight Mike Pearson chose Joe Cerise as Knight
of the Month for January…….

Congratulations to Marsha Lupo for being selected
Lady of the Month for December by Auxiliary President
Debbie Monistere……..

……..while Sal & Marsha Lupo were chosen as Family
of the Month for January.

………..while Eunice Michelli was chosen Lady of the
Month for January. Congratulations Eunice!

Pro-Life in January……..

Mardi Gras and the Catholic Church
http://www.catholic.org/lent/mardigras.php

Life is precious in Louisiana, as it is all over the world…..

There was a tremendous turnout of St. Thomas Aquinas
High students during the pro-life rally prior to the January
business meeting. So gratifying to see such participation
from young adults ……awesome!

So true……

Mardi Gras is strongly associated with wild bacchanalia and
debauchery, but the original intent of the holiday and how it's
kept by the faithful is much different. Fat Tuesday, as it is
known in English, is a long-standing tradition of the Catholic
Church and it marks the last day of ordinary time before the
start of Lent, a time of fasting and repentance. While the
parties in Europe, South America, and parts of the United
States have gained the most attention in popular culture, they
seriously misrepresent and outright eclipse the Catholic intent
of the holiday.
According to historians, the celebration of Mardi Gras has
its roots in the pagan Roman celebration of Lupercalia. This
was a February holiday and it honored the Roman god of
fertility. It involved feasting, drinking, and carnal behavior.
However, with the rise of the Church in ancient Rome,
Christian teaching and morals took root, but there always
remained a strong need to blend ancient Roman traditional
practices with the growing Christian faith. The blending of
tradition with new religious beliefs was a common practice in
the ancient world and it helped people to transition away from
paganism. In fact, there are a number of ancient Roman
traditions that persevere in the Roman Catholic Church to this
day, where they continue to guide the faithful.
As Catholic Christianity spread throughout Europe during
the first millennium, different cultures celebrated the last day
before Lent in their own ways, adapting the practices to suit
their cultures. In France, the holiday became particularly
popular as people feasted on foods that would be given up
during the forty days of Lent. Meats, eggs, and milk were
finished off in one day, giving the holiday its French title of
'Mardi Gras' which means Fat Tuesday.
As Europeans crossed the Atlantic to colonize the
Americas, they brought their religious practices with them.
From the onset, holidays such as Mardi Gras were celebrated
in the colonies with as much enthusiasm as they were
celebrated in Europe. As the colonies swelled with European
immigrants, the celebrations went from the simple to the
elaborate. In New Orleans, masked balls and public
celebrations quickly became common. In fact, the celebrations
became so popular that virtually every citizen of the city joined
in even if they were not Catholic.
However, in the late 18th century, the Spanish took control
of New Orleans and having a more militant and serious
perspective on the faith, they imposed significant restrictions
on the holiday revelry. Among them, they banned masked
balls. However, by 1823, this ban was lifted and parades
returned by 1837. At this point, the celebration began to lose
its identity as an exclusively Catholic tradition and became
more secularized over the centuries.
In Louisiana, Mardi Gras is an official state holiday.
In other parts of the world, the holiday became a season unto
itself, each branded with unique cultural practices. For
example, Venice, Italy is famous for the masked balls that take
place on Mardi Gras and the days before. The Venetian
tradition dates back to the 13th century and the city remains a
popular Mardi Gras destination today.
Still, the original intent of Mardi Gras has always been to
indulge, within the context of Catholic morality and reason, the
last day before the start of the Lenten season. Here, it is
appropriate to mention that while Lent is a season of selfsacrifice and repentance, it is not meant to be a period of selfpunishment or extreme hardship.

Ash Wednesday – March 1, 2017
http://www.catholic.org/lent/ashwed.php
The first day of Lent
Ash Wednesday is one of the most popular and
important holy days in the liturgical calendar. Ash
Wednesday opens Lent, a season of fasting and prayer.
Ash Wednesday
takes place 46 days
before Easter
Sunday, and is
chiefly observed by
Catholics, although
many other
Christians observe it
too.
Ash Wednesday
comes from the ancient Jewish tradition of penance and
fasting. The practice includes the wearing of ashes on
the head. The ashes symbolize the dust from which God
made us. As the priest applies the ashes to a person's
forehead, he speaks the words: "Remember that you are
dust, and to dust you shall return." Alternatively, the
priest may speak the words, "Repent and believe in the
Gospel."
Ashes also symbolize grief, in this case, grief that we
have sinned and caused division from God.
Writings from the Second-century Church refer to the
wearing of ashes as a sign of penance.
Priests administer ashes during Mass and all are
invited to accept the ashes as a visible symbol of
penance. Even non-Christians and the excommunicated
are welcome to receive the ashes. The ashes are made
from blessed palm branches, taken from the previous
year's Palm Sunday Mass.
It is important to remember that Ash Wednesday is a
day of penitential prayer and fasting. Some faithful take
the rest of the day off work and remain home. It is
generally inappropriate to dine out, to shop, or to go
about in public after receiving the ashes. Feasting is
highly inappropriate. Small children, the elderly and sick
are exempt
from this
observance.
It is not
required
that a
person wear
the ashes
for the rest
of the day,
and they
may be
washed off
after Mass. However, many people keep the ashes as a
reminder until the evening.
Recently, movements have developed that involve
pastors distributing ashes to passersby in public places.
This isn't considered taboo, but Catholics should know
this practice is distinctly Protestant. Catholics should still
receive ashes within the context of Mass.

In some cases, ashes may be delivered by a priest or
a family member to those who are sick or shut-in.
Ash Wednesday marks the beginning of the Season
of Lent. It is a season of penance, reflection, and fasting
which prepares us for Christ's Resurrection on Easter
Sunday, through which we attain redemption.
Why we receive the ashes
Following the
example of the Nine
vites, who did
penance in
sackcloth and
ashes, our
foreheads are
marked with ashes
to humble our hearts
and reminds us that
life passes away on
Earth. We remember
this when we are
told
"Remember, Man is
dust, and unto dust
you shall return."
Ashes are a symbol
of penance made sacramental by the blessing of the
Church, and they help us develop a spirit of humility and
sacrifice.
The distribution of ashes comes from a ceremony of
ages past. Christians who had committed grave faults
performed public penance. On Ash Wednesday, the
Bishop blessed the hair shirts which they were to wear
during the forty days of penance, and sprinkled over
them ashes made from the palms from the previous
year. Then, while the faithful recited the Seven
Penitential Psalms, the penitents were turned out of the
church because of their sins -- just as Adam, the first
man, was turned out of Paradise because of his
disobedience. The penitents did not enter the church
again until Maundy Thursday after having won
reconciliation by the toil of forty days' penance and
sacramental absolution. Later, all Christians, whether
public or secret penitents, came to receive ashes out of
devotion. In earlier times, the distribution of ashes was
followed by a penitential procession.
The Ashes
The ashes are made from the blessed palms used in the
Palm Sunday celebration of the previous year. The
ashes are christened with Holy Water and are scented
by exposure to incense. While the ashes symbolize
penance and contrition, they are also a reminder that
God is gracious and merciful to those who call on Him
with repentant hearts. His Divine mercy is of utmost
importance during the season of Lent, and the Church
calls on us to seek that mercy during the entire Lenten
season with reflection, prayer and penance.

February 2017
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu
1

Fri

Sat

2

3

4

KC Meeting
5:15 Trustees
6:15 Officers
7:00 Business

Ladies
Auxiliary

First Friday
Adoration

Bingo

5:00-6:00pm

5:45 Rosary
6:00 Business

5

6

7

8

Bingo

12

9

10

11

16

17

18

23

24

25

Bingo

13

14

15
Police &
Firefighter
Social

Bingo

19

Social 6:00pm
Dinner 7:00pm

20

21

Bingo

22

KC Mass
& Rosary

Bingo

8:45am

Bingo

Holy Ghost
Church

26

27

28
Mardi Gras

Bingo

Ad space in the Knight’s Herald is
available
for $60.00 for 1 year. To purchase ad space,
contact the newsletter editor at:
Joey Quebedeaux
21526 Old Covington Hwy
Hammond, LA 70403
(985) 351-1065
thesevenqs@bellsouth.net

Rentals
Mike Perise
985-542-1791
985-974-0050

Catering
Mike Pearson

985-345-0428
985-320-6897

Please send a business card or a typed message to the
above address.

3/16

11/16

https://thedhproject.org/donate-merchandise
Brad McKee

3/16
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Knights of Columbus
JOHN F. KENNEDY COUNCIL No. 2952
Oak St. and Columbus Dr.
P.O. Box 2952
Hammond, Louisiana 70404
CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

“One nation, under God”

Announcements
 KC Meeting, Wednesday, Feb. 1, Trustees 5:15pm, Officers 6:15pm, Business 7:00pm
 First Friday Adoration, Feb. 3, 5:00-6:00pm
 Police & Firefighter Social, Wednesday, Feb. 15 , Social 6:00pm Dinner 7:00pm
 KC Mass & Rosary, Sunday, Feb. 19 , 9:30am at Holy Ghost Church
 Mardi Gras, Tuesday, Feb.28
Please join us on Wednesday, Feb. 1 , from 4:00-5:00 pm at the council home as
we stand by the street to protest abortion. If we can help save the life of at
least one baby, it will be an hour well spent!

